[Increased cholesterol content in erythrocyte membranes of patients with chronic renal failure treated with hemodialysis].
The investigate whether the blood rheological disturbances occurring in hemodialyzed patients are related to the erythrocyte lipid composition, cholesterol and phospholipid content was studied of the erythrocyte membrane. The study included 40 patients with chronic renal insufficiency. 34 of them had hypertension and proteinuria. The cholesterol/phospholipid ratio was significantly higher in the patients after hemodialysis (mean 2.48; SD 0.14) compared with the patients before hemodialysis (mean 2.08; SD 0.19). There was a significant increase of cholesterol in subgroup with hypertension and proteinuria. A significant correlation was found between membrane cholesterol/phospholipid ratio and serum levels of LDL-cholesterol.